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By Robert S. Boone
Anthony Brown, better known as"A.8." to his fellows, stand: faintly

panting al the top of the key, nervously
concocting his final dunk. ln a few
seconds, he jntends to charge toward
,the baskel, fly up into the air, exe€ure
a 36Gdegree spin, and then. still far
above the ground, ram the ball down
through the hoop.

Watch;ng from th€ stands are about
a hundred "Athletes for Better Educa-
t ion." Al l  are frcm Chjcago high
schools. Ail are first strinSers on th€ir
school basketball reams. Most are
black. Most plan to use baskerbali ior
getting to and through coitege- Most
carry a dream to become NBA stars,
and most have shown ability in rhe

. classroom. Ir is a bor afternoor in tbc
Lake Fore* College gymnasium, but
no one seems distracted by rhe hcat,
t]ot rvhen fellow camper "A.B." is abour
to do a 360 in a 'two-shot dunk-off'
:igainst Mickev Johnson, star forward
o[ the Chicago Buils.'  Alorg wi ih the young arhietes,
orhers in the gym follow lhe dunline
contest with interesr. Next to rh;
grandstand are eighr corches. eight
teachers, and four group leaders. Aj t
wear "AFBE' shirts with the lopo of
books held up by a basketball ;nd a
football. The four ciir€crors of the
camp also stand in the crorvd. One of
them is 6'6" Chick Sherrer, a forner
teammale oi Bill Bradley's at Pr;nce-
ton, recenr English deparrmenr chair-
4an at Lake Foresr Academy. now
president oI Arhleres ior Berter Educa-
tion ard consequently emcee oi the.
dunk-oft Another direcbr is Farher
StaDdrod Car.nichael. a mildly profane.
Sray-bearded Protestanr priesi from rhe
south side who handles rhe business
end of AFBE. Standing nearby js

_ Richard Ware. During the school year
Richard acrs as a srudenr advocate. Ar
the AFBEsummercamp he is in charee
ofrhe dormiiory ai nigtr. amon? orh;r
things. Finally, rhere is Bob Love,
former Bulls supersrar. Wirhout 'Bua
ler" Love, everyone agrees, thi! camp
would never hive elctve,l trom a Aooci
idea into a iuncdoning reality, one tbar
Iove phns to tak€ ro Seanle nexr yea.
and that Sherrer bopes wjit spread
throughout the countrr.

As A.B.'s momcnt approaches, a
mood of good-huntored fascinatjon
bovers the gym. There arc catcalls nnd
shouts from some, silent, coIcentraied
stares from oihers. One teacher whis-
pers to another. "This has been gojng
on ror centur ies. I r :  l ike the hunters
after lunch \airh no ganre. showrng ntr
the,r  s lr l l (  ro erch orhcr tusL for the
fnn 6f ir "

And tbe, A.B. descends. Sornewh€r€
betwe€n rhe foul line and ihe basker
he takes off, lifting hiroself up and
even with rhe rim as his outsuetchert
arms begin to spin along with the rest
ol his body. So lar he is on scheduie,
but at the v€ry moment wben he is to
slam rhe ball through rhe basker, it
su.idenly sneaks $rouph his sweatv
fingels and bounds harmtessty acros's
th€ gr-'m, cenuine anger coats his face
as he louches down, but only untii
hoonng rnd shout ing br ing him ro
raughter. \oon afrer. Mjckey Johnson
execures a tame but successfr dunk of
nrs own to capture th€ contest.

Had the leaders jnrended. rh€y couid
not have staged a betier evert for the
ljrst day ot Ats-tsE camp_an €xDeri:
enced oider man has won out ovcr a
younger, more impetuous one.

Afternoon camp businsss can now
resumet a lecture from a gueit coach,
two bou.s of dritling and barkerball
instructio., a biief free period, mounds
of food ar the l-ake Forest ColleAe
cafeteria, study iime. grcup disc;
sions, and .finally. beiore bed. more l
basketilall games. The n€xi morning:
up at seveq a big breakf;rsr. ctasses
unri l  l1:30. more grub. a lecrure i rom
a guest coach at the gym, and more

. Athletic camps 6r.e common. Base.
ball, goll tennis, swimmins, soccer.
hockey, football. and even sirtine can
be found repr€senied'iD summer re-
treats all across rhe counrry. Many are
run by professionai aihletes likc Joe
Namath. Ted Wil l iams. and Oscar
Robertsor. Some, like a swimning
cmp jn.Mercersberg. rennsyrvar;a.
orler sLrcn exohc ertras as .periodic
stroke analysis." while a baskerball
camp in the Poconos promises that
campers will "sleep. ear. and dream
hrsketbal l ."  What sets AFBE aparr
l rom other athler ic camps is ihrr  here
the athleric and rhe acadernic are trulv
btended. nor simply fiaunrcd in the
brochures. Here_ in faci bask€tbnll is
the hook on a lang tine rhar reels
prom6ing kjds in from thc dark. unDie-
djctable reaters of gheuo l;fe io l;fld
them on th€ sol ic j  ground oi  Amefrcan
miCcile-chss vrlues.

When rhese young peopte sr€pped
out of rhe;r  parenrs'cars Inro lhe pr;en
and wealrhy suburbs. they were-step-
prng 'nrd ag'anl, two-weeklong adver_
rNrng campaign for middlFclass ih;nk-
mg. tre responsible. Be punctual. Think
aoour your appeararce. No combs in
the hair. Co r.J class. (]er rood lfides.
Ply rhe pr ice. Dont lei . l ruAs and
atcohol eiiminate you iron th- race.

No shuckin and jivin'. Above aI: U,e
botketba . Don t tet it use !ou! Make
no mistake abour it, AFBE is a serious
o,, tht  benr on hetprng boys whom
Jnerrer descr ibes as hrving..one IcA
up on the power srrudure.. .  (To Caa-
michael they are ..super studs,. while
ihe brochu.e cal ls them..schol.r_
athletes.") The real story of rhis camD
experience is rhe var iety of ways in
wnich the message r\  sent to the
campers, ibr lhey are enquited in
p€rsrusion from the momeni rley r::

,  Leadjng this persuasion parade is
the dtrect pirch. The first day at Lat:e
roresr.  Ine boys encountered the lo!o
of books and ba s. The same da! 

"ar

their  f i rsr format me€rinA, rhev;ere
told of rhe 'Thrce A's:  Academics.
athleticr, and attitude.. At rhe seme
meeirng; Bob MacBride, head coecjl
at Kenwood High School and an in-
structor for AFBE, stood qp and slaied
some facts. "Did you kn;w that 87
percent of the boyswbo leave Chicaao
to play baskerbalt dor't make it? Th;v
f lunk out or rhey quit  or rhev e€' t
*icked our. Why? A lct ot reaso-n.
Some didnt lh ink rhey needed ro so ro
ch-ss. Orhers forgot ro pass. Someirrn
wore.. ."-  and his atrenrion is ncw
dir€cted ro the back of th€ auditoriun
- . . .hats in rhe bui ldjng..  t !€Doie
Iurns to watch a btack yourh huffredi \
r€move a large hat from his head.

All the spealiers that day and the
drys foUowing joine, l  MaaBndr in
nordrng up the gr jm sFeder of I  bo!
wrt t t .sorne ralenr learrng Chic:rc ro
pray basketbaj l  rn colJege. f lunkin! o! l
two ].ears larcr. and rvinding up ri aqe
rJ wrth norhjng bur ran:sh;nc iaiei lK
and dreams. No eJucruon. N-o qoals.
^o iuture. NOTHINCt ..you.d Serter
pran lor somcrhing rhar doesn.r include
basl,etbal l ."  rhe boys hrar dar lv,  .be-
cause only a hsndful  of  yo 

 

?re 2oinr
to make i t .  Don r f ind yourself  in ;
wof lo where no one needs vou
Kequired reading at rhe camp is a iour
Pan.serres about black arhleres. One
arncte suggesb that tfie recent increase
in black suicide can betorretared witlr
snattered sports dreams

The direct prtch has irs puresr e).
lrcssrcn anerlunch, when gucn coaches
speak to rhe bols.  ThernJch mav beJonnny Urr ofMichrgan. rusisrrnr e"acrr
rm Koseboro of lowa, or one oI mir vorners. bur rhey rre a 

 

rrdty insprrrrr , ,nr i
rof .one dry they rre prerchrr anJreachers, not salesmen for theirscloots.

rhe vuunqs,ers mo,_((noroughly rhrn Cene Smrrhson, hcad
corch ol  l l l inois Sr6rc. Sm h\on, whose



nicknarne in colleSe was 'Radar c€ne
w:th the built-in screen," is Ceneral
Patton, Woody Hayes. John Wayne,
ard Bjlly Craham all rolled into a 6'2"
head coach who, on his day at camp,
wore red, white, and blue pants. His
deliv€ry is impeccable, attimes booming
aod a! times whispering. Pauses. Lincs
oipo€try. He too, he informs the boys,
grewup in the ghetto. Orherkills laughed
at hinr.  but these snickers. rurned me
on." He excelled in school and on ihe
courl, becoming a college baskerbsll
playertalented enough ro bedrafted by
the pros and later a col lege coach

. successful enough to take a tcam ro rhe
semifinals of the National lnvitational
Tournament.

From this man came aset of maxims
toremember: "Dreams are only good if
you work your asses off ro get them."' "Don't let srreet people drag you down
to their level."

"Giveyourself every chance you have
to be the very bes! rhar you can be-

"l insist,I REQUIRE rhat every iime
' a player of n ne steps out onco the

courl, that he plal,s all the way irom
one end to the other. NEVER QUIT.
Gentlemen, there's no other !vay.""Plan ahead, so Larer in l;fe you can
gefup in the morning and do what you
want to do, not what someone €lse
wants you to do,"

Radar Gene leaves with apoem thar
ends, " . . .  and rhe one who wins is rhe
manwhothinks he can." Fjnalty. ..cood
success, gentiem€n. I never wish anyone'good luck' because luck is sonething
you ltave to make fo! yourself. '

Smithson rhen undenco.es his speech
by trotting outsome players t.om ItInoN
Stare and runnrng rhem rhrough excru.
ciating movem€nt drills. One paijcutarly
se'zes the spectators. The coach srands
facing a vertical line of players who run
six feet to rheir lefr and rouch the ltcmr
u ith their hands andrhen s;x fe€t to rhe
r;ght and touch again. Back and lorth.
Back and forth. Up 3nd down. Up and
down. Faster and faster uniil Smithson
blows hisrvhistle, whereupon iheysrand
€rect and run in place like flamcnco

Wfiile Bob i.oves presence ;n camD
is less forcetul than tirat of the guesi
coaches, he too can push. At an all-
camp meetingdudng the { i rstweek. he
mad€ three boys srand up ro apotog;ze
to the group. One had ralked back ro a
coach. Another had iallen asleep in
ciass, while a rhi.d had loalcd durins a
game. Thiswa: not excessive hur:1iliatiou,
b,rt enough ro show rhe campeN rhar
the iesident ieaders had it in them ro
use this tactic, too. Perhaps one reason
lhatrhc campers accepred rhisso easi ly

Soes ba.l< ro lheseleflion process. whi.h .o c11p.l woutdrtrivp tor 1;,,4:pt i,1o!
souSnf Dovs whu \,.re willing to bF contrcct. oad asa rc, a, h+h o ",o,!p o,I
tauglrl, Anorher fivo'ire sjogan di ihe could .otnmonJ. ou writc t etit..o tcr lp, \  Loachabjrr iv rs educrbi i i rv. '  would be carer i t l  roarqu .e \Li t , \  An;.h

I he nDlessagF from Rrdar Cene and touldenablenetora"nadt.? t t iwry
fhe oth.r guest rorch' s is e.hoed bv when I had to Ner our ot rhe pros. Ani
rnrfeachen ano camp.oachx. ahhoueh obovc oI I toutd tev"t ftrh vou&
rn a more mured and subrle way. ' t  heirs athlete\ andrrv toshor. tncn,t ,ol  rnnlo
ts tne ttrtttuc.trcnat me\tacp. a comple. arc hundtpA ot pbs whi.h olfer o noe
$en( to thedirecr pirch. tvnry moning prcdu.t iv" l i tetu4c e^pehc ca t t ,anhetore rne bors ever ge' , chaice to ,po s. _Joncs Mich"hpr, SDort\ ia
touch a baslerbal l .  lhev musr sir  in  ̂  Amei.o'
classroom in aotler�e Hztt and work on No worcts from Angeta Drvis, Huci
a rea*,rrnb rndlvnr ' rg program desrgned Ne\rron. or Stokiey CarmichaJi on rhe
Dy.t tob-(ahrl l  ,nd Hcrb Hrebic of pages of the reading re\r .  Not cv,.n
Uurgl(y Sonrh HjAh Scboot.  AILhough. Marr in Lurher KintJr.  !ers ,  spor.
Iwoveeks rs a shorr r ime in which ro Cledrly.rhemersrgearAfBE,sr. . : r t ,er
reach iangudge ski l t r .  the reachers and "Doyourovn thrnt nor Blrck por.r  .
camp direcrors pornr to rhe ccu(se\ I r 's.CeLyourhead-togethcr:sr j .ceed:.
DoPu'ar i ly w h the srudent j  and ro rne Theprogramsendsanorher ins.ruc-
0,--poinr improvemenr in gracte avcragcs rional rnessage rhrough rhe relaiiorshiI
tnal ra5r 'ear s campers a.h;eved when ber$eer 'he reachers and sr u denE. Wbir..
they wenr back ro rheir  schools- thectassesa,e atways f i iendty. whir ,-no

The composit ion phaseof(he cou$e. one is ever i rskl ted or bef i r"ea, ana
cal led wf lre I  ike Hel l l  .  was designed whrte rhe rerchers unqr,est ionab;v er iov
speci i jcal ly for AFBE. f  F,e I i rsr pf lge. a and respecl Lheir  s iudenrs, r l re r ic i
revlew ot sentence aypes" has lhese ex- rcmains that in these cbssrooms, iustasamples: I  on rhe courr.  reacher rs boss. Al | j \ncai.' 'Bob l ,ove dunled. '  .  edge f lows from him irro rhe ctasi' 'Wlt le dr iv ing ro r i re basker.  Ch:un- accoralng to t te s,ep Ov_step proc.s.(ery Checkrrr f jppEdandsprir  hist iF..  ihar le and the ooor< i laredeieimrne,r
.  Loacn bro$n tunped up bicause To learn is io pa.ss carefu, lv lhrou.h lhe-drsdjreed u irh rhe rets call. s.r;., "i pr.,.iioeo ir.o.. i; :;;.".,;;;Every so orren. rhe exa-npte miehr a5 in t i fe,bne musr kno? and io o$ rt .c o m e . r r o m a n o , h e r a r e a . o f r h e b o \ s . , u l e j c l r e i u i , y . T l r e r r i s n o r . " . I n i r , u n " .
xv"(r  wry oog crdpped In  re sneak- here .o an .open classroom. $hFf:'Basicarv. 

his phase or rhe ".,,.. l,'rTff [ ;:i.#:;]: ;-; ;H:il:l:
teaches stud€nb howro tak€ a simple: Bob Cahill.s styt" "f rea"hi ;;;sentence and manipulare" i  inro more i t iusrrales rhis benevolenr di ; ; ; i . : , ; ; ;_
compl icared ones rhrouphromhrn-ing. Carr-ving an ,^."""y . . . . .UI""."  i .
l":Ii:9119.-:"b,i*li"c andexpan,rmg.. woooy Hav.s. n* go".r. toi;,.- on,l

iiti,::"::ruJ,-:iJ"tllti,ilT:f :1iis;..h?J,il:;:;.:iJ3i;::,#:
?lper,  

"How1l lShoo, aFreeThro$. '  and fol tow his r i . r j .  rei*  i ""  i ; .
. ,  n rs tnvotves  \ tng ar teas ' i te(nl leps torm. you give me rhe conreni.
rnvorved In the?crrvir '  and rhen bui lding White reiclrers I i i {e C"hrt j  coach inrnese l l l lo a parapraph. 

. .  the ctassroom. lhe coacne", l ike Bob

,^:iL:3:{:l!,iJ.T:::1,.:"5:;: lf ::il:.#?::ff'j."."T:J?::T:
p.ogram uses it in orherlvays. Hererhe heard. For one thina. det"""i,'" ir*k.t,camp message leaps into the ctassrooin tatt ise,nprras;zea U?.auseildJite.irhro^ugh.rhe caretuly seiecred reading si !e bJlrerbrL"quires .r i r r ,  , " i  3. .- . : 'X:- ' :  

_,  t i rudes ne.ded ro be succe$tutarr,r . , , .
Jufe rn? cou?qe scout\  ond.oo.hes in the adulr  wo, id.  A looJ dci .nsiv,arc ArohR tot cxrtoi t i r  ihe orhtees. ptal .r .usr t .  rn.*t f i , i i ; i r , "-r" ; ,  " .out moi.vott tpathretp.at2rytnynbo ruom on lhe couf l  ior rn rndtvrdu3i.

to-r  huinq thentrtve< Lp,u'ed 
,Mort ol  RaJr Ce"",oi ; ;h; ; ;y; . ;  H;; ; : ; ; :';,2",i,,';:'":::(, 

:i"i:i,i,";i,:i,i,i i,lr3s r. v*1i;.. H..iar ne!cr qui,
a,ahc* cot tas. 5 6iri,.,,-,i,i,.,,ii,.,, i"'"T[:j:::?tr{*::'#;fJ;fi I$aion t<out€. beca|se thev t enercllr, ,-', o,k t,", d;-, " ;;;-!";" ;;;'";;:;;; ;; :iiil1T";":n'fl.",:;#tJ;';f.i
: ! :^l:i.1\ ". | !* : : . : ! :r 

| 
: r,h e v ue p.op,. op.,u,..

tnrere\ted tn yalt os a tnan and nat iusl
an athrek. ' -8ub Love''If 

i ptltred to be erceptionat.in



'icolleges," Jim Roseboro told the
campers. "are lookingfor agood defen'
sive player who can play offense, not
the oppos'te." The opposite is the hot

-dog who, after making a na5hy shot,
- trots down lhe coun while the opporents
zip byhim foran easylay-up.This is the
.negative F,odel for living, not just for
basketball. Bedn guard. DON"I QUIT!'fhe "holo effect, a rhijd persrasve
technique, is what Father Carmichael
calls the use of big name Players to
peddle the camp philosophy. Find out
what heroes the boysshare. Bring these
men to the camp. It's one thing for a
teacher or parent to tell you to go to
class, but qui te another when Bi l l
Robanzine of the Kansas City Kings
does. This year the camp was not able
Jo produce the supet_s perstars Iike
Jabbar or Dr. J., although many at the
camp expected these lwo lo arriv€ at
any moment. The directors had to rely

The pressureon rhe campers to think
realistically about rheir luture and ro
act responsibly comes mosd], from rhe
outside l rom ihe gufst spcakers, the
insiructors, the guest bask€tball stars.
and from the very stru cture oi the camp
itself, which requires the campers to
meca th€ir commitm€nrs. Only one area
of the program ailo.ws for rhe boys to
ifl0uence each other. This occursnightly
during srudy time, when Surny Lusi€r
and a group oa peer counseloG work
w;th smai l  grJups oi  carnpers. The
premise holds lhar rhe gro,ip carr;es
enough good sense to solve most prob-
lems if it is g;yen a chance to do so...
Create an honest and trustins almo-
sphere. Urge students togripe.,tsk rhe
group tost.r,ggie wirh ihe probiem and.
according to Sunny, the difficuitv is
usually removed. 'Kids will tisie; to
rheir peers more closely than rhey will

,  , €

Egsffiffi
to adults. The' won'r l;e to thejr peers
the way lbey lie to adults." Follo.\ving
the camp philosophy, Sunny directs the
boys toivard more prudem andrealistic
behavior. His models arelonE Havticek
and Jo Jc \Yhire oI rhe Eoslon Celtics,
team players both.

Thes€ ieer co nseiing sessions olten
started creakiiy because f€w feit like
compiaining, bul the absence ot girls
was menrioned more!han once. "Man,"
moaned one seventeen-yerr-olcj ,  I  get
r i red of al l  rhese hard legs. I  wanr somc
soft legs." Orhc.s compiained about
their teams. On€ boy in Sunny's group
was unhappy becaus€ hls reammates''don'r pass. They donl olay delense.
They dont fo ' tow rheir  s iroG.,qtr  r t rev
do is shoot." A simple probiem wirh a
seemingly simple sojurion...Talk ro them.
man. Call a meeting and let them know
what you rh'nk. 'Nods al i  around- The
aduh solorion, sir them down and tatk.
Everyone. excepr the boy wirh the
probjem, looks ptffsed.

C)lher problems riere more pricklv.
One boy is rhrnt rng oi  leau,ng.. tamp-s
r l i  f l8h(.  hut i  Con\ nerd rhe school
work. . . . Anyway.l wanr to ptay foolball
mor€ ihan baskethrll ""St;ck ir out. man." A shrug fo ows._Areyou qujtting becauseyou werer't
l,our coach's trst choice? you donl
l;ke bcing second. ' A vehemen. d en iaj.

Anoth er boy tatked about ho,te.. t m 
.

i ine here, b 'rr  when I  go back ro rhe
hoods i  neigh borhoods J, I  m Aoinc ro
hrte probtems wirh . i rucs ar, in. . ' i . t .
boy lives in Cabrini Creen, vhich, Sunny
remtnds the group, pUts errreme ores.
sures on bim. "Mosr of you orher guys
rrom berrer neighborhoods hrve nojdea." Nosolution follows, bur rhegroup
tells the boy hescams strongenough io
surrrlve.

People have cr i l ic ized AFBE for
allowing the pe€r counseling sessions
to be th€ only occas;ons when carnpujs
arerequired to express rhenrselves. The
canrp, ihe crilicssay, pushes a philosophy
stressing individual responsibility, yet
lheyoungsters arerareiyonrheirown.
This is not the only cr i r ic isnt of  rhe
overall program. Why ;s rhere so Iittie
emphalison black culrure and h€r;rage?
Must school only be seen as a srepping
stone and not something valuabie in
i tsel f? Isn' t  there something si ightty
insidioos about using baskeiballro Iufe
kids into thesuburbs for acrash course
in niddleciass values? By selecring only
w'nners-accomplishcd basketbatl plry-
ers and promising students -- is lhe camp
limiting ;ts conrribution to citi young-
sters?

The academic programs also have
some quesiionable aspects. The rwo-
w€ek period is too short. e!en lirougir ir
is soppl€mented by monthly follow-up
sessions. The basketbaU analog;es in
the book grow tedious. Sev€ral young,
siers complained thar they shouid.have
their vocabularies stretched in other
ways. Small tutor;als, ra!her rhan con
ventional classes, would be more et
fecrive. Very ii(le of the youngsters'
orvnexperienceis;nvolvedinlhelvr i r ing
progrlrmi they are simply tausht a
nerhod, rarelv shown the Dteasures oi
honest €xpression. The apprren r success
of last year's program has been ques,
t ioned by Father Carmichael,  who
suspecls that the ateniion heaped on
the campers, mo.e than rhe academic
progran itsclf, brought about improved
grades in regular school,

In the end. the crirics musr waia.
along with the camp directors. to dis,
coverwhat happens to ihese youngsters.
This year s€veral lollow-up studies witl
be cond cted, but these resulrs *ill be
less important than finding our five years
liom  ow how many ofthescyoungsrc.s
have graduated irom college and pre
pared tliemseives for a world wirhour
basketbali.

on camp coaches like Bjlty Lervis of
lllinois Starc and guests like Mickey
Johnson. Sonny Parker. and BiliRoban,
zine. Sherrer.  who ptavrJ on rwo f ine
rflnceron reams, hJ.s errncd his hrto.
Wearjng the laf8e$ hajo is Bob love
himself. While a speech problem Fre-
vents him from speaking dircclly tc)
large groups, his confjdenr presence
carfles rnem€ssageJust as cjearly. He.e
rs a man who al  ihe end ol  one career
has lound anorher. Bob Love has an
€ducation. a family, moncy, and a dreain
ne can realize: he is a man who hasused
basketball and not been used by ir.



I[ h turns out thai the AFBE exp€ri-
encc hrs helped these boysgain control

- over iheir l;ves, much of lhc success
will have to be credited to the overall
happy atmosphete of the place. \Vhile

the directorsstrcs;ed rh€ spe€ch; frorn
the guest coaches. ihe examplej ofthe.:
instructors, the peer pressure, and th€:'.
halo effect. th;sgiart helping of p€rsua-
sion was sewed up with equal ingredients
of good humor. Whether you call it
"posi l ive reinforcement or simple
niceness, it was that single qualiy ihat

Th;sspiritof plei$antness showed up
in lbe classroom, rvith Elma Douglas
caiol;n8 one of her students to remove
his hat and w;th 5'1" Barbara Clatt
posing lor a class pi€ture snuggled under
the large arm of one of her students.
Thc basketbali cour., while a se.ious
place indeed, nevertheless was the site
ot an ad hoc "ugly" contest held on the
talt day of camp. The same climate
could be found on th€ _campus in the
evening. when groups of studenis loung-
ed on the grass v,hile oihers played a
slow motion game of touch football with
an orange.

The overall good hsmor was alive
ev€n in momenls of apparent 3eriousness.
One day Sherrer lectured the entire
8roup, relying mostly on w€lLsorn sport
and classroom cliches.

"We give yor the opportunity." .
ir:r"You get out of ir what you put into
it::'

''Give 100 percent."
''Freetimeis wasted rime. It! devoted

. to not doingthings. Here we do th ings.lr
This is the stuffollocker roomwalls

and sludent handbooks. But the spaaker
is a witty, warm, and concerned mar.
nol a riresome old hack h;ding behind
someone eise s words. Kids recognize
th's. They enjoy hisjokes,,They pick up
on the ;rony. They appreciate the lvsy
he engages them in the audience. ln
Sherrer. as well as the other cimp
directors, theysee a man who makes
the old cliches come alive. for surely
h;s life has been enriched by folloving
them.

A iew weeks befor€thecamp began,
Father Crrmichaei cautioned teachers
aboul "blivets." A blivet. he explained,''is two pounds o[ manure in a one
pound bag." Fo. all the inspj.at;onal
speeches, cornball cliches ard rvellwom
middle-class su cce.s form ulas tfiar were
dclivered at the AFBEcamp, blivets, it
turns oul, were rare at Lake Forest last


