
Wtitetts Cta

by Robetl Boone

Who's speaking? ,,Now, as
you address the ball, start to
waggle your driver. Next, start
your backswing slowly, making
sure to pivot. This will help you to
avoid shanking,...  Begin your
pass briskly, opening your hips
at the point ol contact. Roll your
wrists and follow through loward
your target to avold slicing or
hooking. lf you are using a high
kon ora.wedge, take a generous
divot after the ba . . . ."

Waggle? Pivot? Shank? Slice?
Wedge? Divot? What do these
woads mean, anyway? They
mean plenty, if you play golf.
These are instructional terms
any golf teacher assumes the
pupil understands. Golf- just
like bowling, glass blowing, and
ballet-has its own specialized
language lhat the learner must
quickly acquire.

Leaming towrite is nodifferent.
Yolr English teacher assumes
that you know the meaning of
certain terms: "lopic sentence,"''punctualion," and "paragraph.',

Another writ ing term has
gained prominence lalely_ The
1 4

books, and now and then it pops
up in the classroom.lt may grcw
in popularity, or il may vanish. tt
could become overused, mis-
used, or abused. But, for the
young writer, the term is worth
knowing because it could offer a
fresh perspective on what it
takes to write well.

The word is "voice." perhaps
you have already heard it:

"Cara, this writing is stiff and
heavy. I want to hear yourvoice.,,

"Fanny, sometimes I recog-
nrze your voice; at olher times I

hear someone else talking. I
wanl to hearyou al lofthe t ime."

"Good work, Clay, now I can
hear you talking."

lf you have not mel the word,
you have met teacherc who eft-
phasize cleaaand honest expres-
sion. They have helped you see

-thai good writing consists of
more lhan mere "eror.free,'
writing. And they have told you
that almost all great waiters
speak to their audiences in clear,
simple, concrete language. With-
oul actually using the word,
teachers such as these are pro-
moting "voice." Or ai least they

word can be found in recent

I[y w:eitflng
is s{biff and
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cantlb h@ar
moy voflee"
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&e tookiig for the same resulls
as those who talk about voice.

Perhaes you have said some"
lhing liria this: "l wish I could
{dle t:" lay I talk. Last night, I
oes..i, .:j a movie to a few
Inenc. knew exactly what I
rani: - say, and I said it! The
hster /ere completely cap-
tdar' hen I write, though, I
le€l rforlable- The words
don' ight, even if they are
.ot: rat I finally hand the
tcac -.oring."

A irwho usesthe "voice
.pprL would tell you to use
Desr omplished speaking
*rllr ;ur witing. (Speaking
.nd,r : are not identical, but
lrey .. - tare many common
qual I -good speech and
iooc rg, for example, are
t!sh. ist, and clear.) Begin
tnlin.r :-re relaxed and natural
taiae r .r :ise when speaking to
I rrer.j lrter you will have to
acrl, bri,::gl, in yourownvoice.

{spelling, punctuation, etc.), but
we look inward for our voice.

A way to start recognizing
yourown voice isto write lelters.
You have probably observed that
in letters to friends, you can com-
municate more effectively than
in a term paper. why is this?
When you write a friendly tetter,
You address someone who
Knows your unjque voice. In lei-
ters you deal directly with a sutr
ject; you need not worry about
someone else's sense of correcl-
ness.

Why not, then, begin a formal
schoolwrit ing assignment in let-

terform? In the end, you will have
to strike out "Dear Barney,,'and
make sure you have adhered lo
the rules of conectness. Blt by
beginning in the perconat voice
of the letter writer, l/ou should
feel more confident-

Recenlly a high schoolstudent
frcm NewYork approached a for-
rnalwriting assignment by using
the letter format. Hertask was to
write a fouFpage character
analysis of Huckleberry Finn.
She had read and reread the
novel. She had underlined key
passages and taken extensive
notes in class. She had even
made up study cards. But she
could not get started. 'The ideas
all qPemed like they came from
someone else," she said. Finally,
she sat down and wlole a letter
to a friend describing Huck the
way she might desc be a new
student at her high school. lm.
mediately she found herself ex-
pressing her own ideas in her
own way of speaking. As the
paPer grew more tormal, she
added many points from her
notes, bui she maintained her
own voice and her own way of
looking al the character. _

g@maetflmo@s n :Ree@€tnf,ue moJr
v@i@e8 aomo@tflmoes
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. @Ise tal]king.

How cai you f ind yourwrit ino
ECe?

lhe lret step is to understand:t telm. l f  our definit ion st i t lh.rns obscure, think of it this.ry: acouiing voice in wit ino'!&s acquirinq those natura-irte,rcies we aasociate with oFFarY conversation. We lookqsrde ot ourselves for stan-<s ol lechnical correctness
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ln lhe caseofthis student, the
tetter produced an entire rouoh
draft. At other times, a let;r
mrgnl accompljsh far less. The
letter works for some assion-
ments better than forothers. dul
wri l ing letters should helD voubegin to feel the difference be_
tween your writing voice and thevoice you think your ieachers
want to hear

mighl find four loose categories,
Inese could become lhe buildino
blocks of your paper.

Laler, read through your rouoh
draft several times, until v;uI(now it welt. Then put it awav
and recite the entirecompositio;
rnro a tape rccorder. As you play
I oack, ptuck out pieces o, viooi.ous language, and ptant lhe; in
Your rcugh draft.

Yel another way to find vourown writing voice is lo ex;erj.ment with the voices of others.Let s say your teacher asks you
to write a sjmple, unifiect des;rio-tlve paragraph aboul a place vouKnow well.  you choose ybur
room as lhe sublect, and your
roprc sentence isthis:..My roomrs a mess. you plan to devejoo
lhis simpie observation by men.uontng lhe pi le of socks In thecorner, the pizza remains under
the bed, and the mountain ofrecord jackets on the desk. But

before yoi, construct your ownv€rsron, rewrite lhe paper several
lmes in lhe voices of other pec
pte such as your mother, a Ma-rine dri l l  instruclor, John Belushi.
and the ant that inhabits a smatiplantation near your bed. Con_sroer carefully what you do tomake each voice recognizable.
Frna y, using the same materiat.
write the paragrapb entirely inyour own voice. Try lo heighlen
rnose quatjlies that you judge tooe oecidedly your own styte ofspeaking.

Or you could try keepinq awri ler 's journal. Most sen6us
wnters keep a journal to rccord
thoughts, observations, memo-
nes anct whatever else ctosses
their minds. A journal can be the
slorehouse tor small ideas which
raler grow into large ones. ll canarsobe a place where a writerex.
Penments wjth his or her ownvoice.

. No one else has to read lhejournat. By definition, it hotdsyour own private view of the- world. Devote a few minutes
every oay rccording whatever itrs you consjder important. The
only requirement is that you
wnte In your own natural voice-
As you acquire thejolmal habit.you will have no irouble comino
up with subjects, but untit the;
consicter these: a dream, a mem-
ory a newspaper advertisement.
a televlsion personality, a sub ;reelrng.

Wriling is one of life,s mosl
diff icult undertakings. lt involvesplanning, composing, e)(ecuting
ancr editing. lt requkes physical
and mentat strenqth. With this
sooer description in mind, don,l
think that the discovery of your
vorce will brinq you instant suc-
cess as a writer. Bul for many ofyou-especial jy those whose
writang is technicaljy correct but
lackjng in liveliness-lhe discov.
ery of voice just mjght be a sia-
nif icant breakthrough in yoJr
oevetopment as a writer. !

A tape recorder ajso can helpyou tocate your authentjc L1/ritinovoice. Begrn the Huck Finn com:position, for jnstance, by chattino
]l,to " t"p" ru"orAur. Be speciticlwna l  makes  Huck  un iaue?would he be a good frjend? ilowwoutct your mother l ike him?What crowd would he hanoaround with? Once you havirranscribed thrs tape,look for oaI.rerns in this apparent,y dis.organ,zed mess. Even lhouoh voumJght have made g2 sepaiateoDservations about Huck, yoll
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